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Saturday 03 April 2010 
 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 
 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL 
 
 
 

 
 



The Service of Light 
 
 
All gather outside the church for the blessing of the new fire. 
 
 
The priests and other ministers go there with the Easter candle. 
 
 
The celebrant greets the people and instructs them about the 
vigil. 
 
 
The fire is blessed. 
 
 
The cross, the letters Alpha and Omega and the year 2010 are 
traced on  the candle. 
 
 
Five grains of incense are inserted in the candle. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



The candle is lit from the new fire. 
 
 
 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

 
 
 

The candle is lifted high. 
 
 
Christ our light. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
At the church door the candle is lifted high again. 
 
 
Christ our light. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
All light their candles from the Easter Candle. 
 
 
Before the altar the candle is lifted high a third time. 
 
 
Christ our light. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

The Easter Proclamation is sung. 

 
 
 
The lights of the church are put on and candles are extinguished. 
 
 
 
 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 
 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis 
(1. 1 ï 2. 2) 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The response to the psalm: 
 
Send forth your spirit, O Lord,  
and renew the face of the earth. 
 
 
Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A reading from the book of Genesis 
(22. 1-18) 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The response to the psalm: 
 
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 
 
 
Prayer 

 
 
 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
(14. 15 ï 15.1) 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The response to the psalm: 
 
I will sing to the Lord, glorious his triumph! 
 
 
Prayer 

 



A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
(54. 5-14) 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The response to the psalm: 
 
I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me. 
 
 
Prayer 

 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
(55. 1-11) 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The response to the psalm: 
 
With joy you will draw water  
from the wells of salvation. 
 
 
Prayer 

 



A reading from the prophet Baruch 
(3. 9 ï 15, 32 ï 4. 4) 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The response to the psalm: 
 
You have the message of eternal life, O Lord. 
 
 
Prayer 

 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
(36. 16 ï 17a, 18 - 28) 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The response to the psalm: 
 
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,  
so my soul is thirsting for you, my God. 
 
 
Prayer 

 



Gloria in excelesis Deo 
 
 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.  
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo.  
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
peace you bring to us; 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we sing our song of praise. 
 
Jesus, saviour of all, 
Lord Lamb of God 
you take away our sins, Oh Lord,  
have mercy on us all. 
 
At the Father's right hand, 
Lord receive our prayer, 
for you alone are the Holy One 
and you alone are the Lord 
 
Glory Father and Son, 
Glory Holy Spirit. 
To you we raise our hands up high 
We glorify your name. 

©1983 Mike Anderson 
CCL Licence No 1069434 

 

 
 

 
 
The opening prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
(6. 3 ï 11) 
 
 

The Alleluia is solemnly intoned and repeated by all 
present 
 
 

 
The response to the psalm: 
 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
(16. 1 ï 8) 

 
 
This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 
 
 

The homily 

 



The Liturgy of Baptism 
 
The congregation gathers at the font  
whilst the Litany of the Saints is sung 
 
 
 
The blessing of water 
 
 
As the candle is taken out of the water: 
 

 
 

Come, flowing waters, pure and clear, 
Godôs Holy Spirit bringing near. 
Let us praise him, alleluia! 
Join each to each in peace and love,  
with life you give us from above. 
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 



The Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
 
 
All stand with lighted candles 
 

 
 
Dear friends,  
through the paschal mystery  
we have been buried with Christ in baptism,  
so that we may rise with him to a new life. 
Now that we have completed our Lenten observance,  
let us renew the promises we made in baptism  
when we rejected Satan and his works,  
and promised to serve God faithfully  
in his holy catholic Church. 
 
 
 
And so: 
 
Do you reject Satan? 
I do. 
 
And all his works? 
I do. 
 
And all his empty promises? 
I do. 



Do you believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth? 
I do. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was born of the Virgin Mary,  
was crucified, died and was buried,  
rose from the dead,  
and is now seated at the right hand of the Father? 
I do. 
 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting? 
I do. 
 

 
 
God, the all-powerful Father  
of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
has given us a new birth  
by water and the Holy Spirit,  
and forgiven all our sins. 
May he also keep us faithful  
to our Lord Jesus Christ  
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



The people are sprinkled with water from the font  
whilst óVidi aquamô is sung. 
 
 
Vidi aquam, I saw water  
flowing from the temple wall.  
From the right side flowed that water  
bringing healing unto all  
coming to that blessed water  
who to God on high did call. 
Alleluia, alleluia,  
alleluia, Lord of all. 
 
Glory be to God the Father,  
glory be to God the Son,  
dying, risen, ascending for us,  
who the heavenly realm has won;  
glory to the Holy Spirit;  
to one God in persons three;  
glory both in earth and heaven,  
glory, endless glory be. 
 
 
All return to seats 
 
 

 
 
The Prayer of the Faithful 
 
 
Lord, hear our prayer: 
through the risen Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
 
Led like a lamb to the slaughter 
in silence and shame, 
there on your back you carried a world  
of violence and pain. 
Bleeding, dying, bleeding, dying. 
 
You're alive, you're alive 
you have risen, alleluia! 
And the power and the glory is given, 
alleluia, Jesus to you! 
 
At break of dawn, poor Mary, 
still weeping she came, 
when through her grief she heard your voice 
now speaking her name. 
Mary, master, Mary, master. 
 
At the right hand of the Father 
now seated on high. 
you have begun your eternal reign  
of justice and joy. 
Glory, glory, glory, glory. 
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Pray brethren, that my sacrifice  
may be acceptable to God the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands,  
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good, and the good of all his church. 
 
 
 
 

The prayer over the gifts 
 
 



The eucharistic prayer 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 
The priest continues the preface. 
 
Holy, holy, holy, holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty. 
And we lift our hearts before you  
as a token of our love. 
Holy, holy, holy, holy. 
 
Gracious  Father, gracious Father, 
blessed is the one  
who comes to us in your name. 
And we lift our hearts before you  
as we give you thanks and praise. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
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The priest continues the eucharistic prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
 
 
Risen Jesus, risen Jesus, 
by your dying you destroyed our death, O Jesus. 
And we lift our hands before you 
as we wait for your return, 
risen Jesus, risen Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honour is yours,  
almighty Father,  
for ever and ever. 
Amen, amen, alleluia! 
Amen, amen, alleluia! 
And we lift our hearts before you 
as we give you thanks and praise. 
Amen, amen, alleluia! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Lord's Prayer 
 
 
Let us pray with confidence to the Father  
in the words our Saviour gave us. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
 
 
Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, 
and grant us peace in our day. 
In your mercy keep us free from sin 
and protect us from all anxiety 
as we wait in joyful hope  
for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
are yours, now and for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles: 
I leave you peace, my peace I give you. 
Look not on our sins but on the faith of your Church, 
and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom 
where you live for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.   
 
 



Lamb of God 
 
 
Jesus, risen Lord, triumphant King: 
Jesus, true redeemer of the world. 
Hear our prayer, have mercy;  
hear our prayer, have mercy; 
give us your peace. 
 
Jesus, Morning Star which never sets: 
Jesus, paschal Lamb and sacrifice. 
 
Jesus, bursting from the shattered tomb: 
Jesus, mighty victor over death. 
 
Jesus, Lord of life and Lord of light: 
Jesus, here in form of bread and wine. 
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This is the Lamb of God,  
who takes away the sins of the world. 
Happy are they who are called to his supper. 
 
 
 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
 
 
Those who receive Holy Communion receive communion now.  Others 
may wish to come forward for a blessing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Early morning, óCome prepare him,  
to the tomb your spices bring;  
death is cold and death decaying  
we must beautify our King.ô 
 
Early morning, women excited,  
seeking Peter everywhere;  
telling of a man who told them, 
óHe is risen; donôt despair.ô 
 
Peter racing, early morning,  
to the tomb and rushing in;  
seeing shrouds of death dispensed with,  
finding new-born faith begin. 
 
Early morning, Mary weeping,  
asking if the gardener knew;  
knowing, as his voice says, óMary,ô 
óLord, Rabbuni, it is you.ô 
 
óMary, you can live without me,  
as I now to God ascend;  
peace be with you, I am with  
you'; early morning without end. 
 
Early morning, stay for ever,  
early morning, never cease;  
early morning come to this world  
for our good and power and peace. 
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Silent prayer 
 
 

The Prayer after Communion  
 
 
 
Sit for the notices 
 




