PARISH OF HUDDERSFIELD

ALL SAINTS AND ST THOMAS
ST THOMAS'S CHURCH

Sunday 1 January 2012
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
THE MASS 


The gathering
See, amid the winter's snow,

born for us on earth below,

see, the tender lamb appears,

promised from eternal years.

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn,

hail redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Lo, within a manger lies

he who built the starry skies;

he who, throned in heights sublime,

sits amid the cherubim.

Say, ye holy shepherds, say,

what your joyful news today?

wherefore have ye left your sheep

on the lonely mountain steep?

'As we watched at dead of night,

lo, we saw a wondrous light;

angels, singing peace on earth,

told us of the Saviour's birth.'

Sacred infant, all divine,

what a tender love was thine,

thus to come from highest bliss,

down to such a world as this.

Virgin mother, Mary blest,

by the joys that fill thy breast,

pray for us, that we may prove

worthy of the Saviour's love.
In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.
The Mass is introduced and we are invited to confess our sins.

Lord Jesus Christ, eternal Word of God,

You are with us every day until the end of time; 

open our eyes to your presence among us.

Kyrie eleison, 

Kyrie eleison.

Lord Jesus Christ, the angels sang your glory.

You are with us every day until the end of time: 

open our hearts to the needs of your people.

Christe eleison, 

Christe eleison.

Lord Jesus Christ, conceived by the Holy Spirit,

You are with us every day until the end of time:

open our lives to the love of your Father.

Kyrie eleison, 

Kyrie eleison.

May almighty God have mercy on us,

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life.

Amen.

Gloria in excelsis Deo

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Lord God, heavenly King,

peace you bring to us; 
we worship you, we give you thanks,

we sing our song of praise.

Jesus, Saviour of all,

Lord Lamb of God

you take away our sins, O Lord, 

have mercy on us all.

At the Father's right hand,

Lord receive our prayer,

for you alone are the Holy One

and you alone are the Lord

Glory, Father and Son,

Glory, Holy Spirit.

To you we raise our hands up high

We glorify your name.
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The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word

A reading from the book of Numbers
(6. 22-27)
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The response to the psalm:

O God, be gracious and bless us.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians
(4.4-7) 

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways,
God spoke to us through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken  through his Son.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

(2. 18-21) 
The Gospel of the Lord.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The homily

The affirmation of faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father.

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son 

is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the Prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins, 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen.

The prayer of the faithful

Lord, you chose Mary as mother of your Son; 

hear our prayer.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,

where a mother laid her baby

in a manger for a bed:

Mary was that mother mild,

Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven,

who is God and Lord of all,

and his shelter was a stable

and his cradle was a stall;

with the poor, and mean, and lowly,

lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And through all his wondrous childhood

he would honour and obey
love, and watch the lowly maiden

in whose gentle arms he lay;

Christian children all must be

mild, obedient, good as he.

For he is our childhood's pattern,

day by day like us he grew;

he was little, weak and helpless,

tears and smiles like us he knew;

and he feeleth for our sadness,

and he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him

through his own redeeming love,

for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heaven above;

and he leads his children on

to the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by,

we shall see him; but in heaven,

set at God's right hand on high;

where like stars his children crowned

all in white shall wait around.

Pray brethren, that my sacrifice 

may be acceptable to God the almighty Father.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good, and the good of all his holy church.

The prayer over the gifts

The Eucharistic prayer
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The priest continues the preface.

Holy, holy, holy, holy,
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.
And we lift our hearts before you 
as a token of our love.
Holy, holy, holy, holy.
Gracious  Father, gracious Father,
blessed is the one who comes to us in your name.
And we lift our hearts before you 
as we give you thanks and praise.
Hosanna in the highest!
The priest continues the eucharistic prayer.

The mystery of faith.

Risen Jesus, risen Jesus,
by your dying you destroyed our death, O Jesus.
and we lift our hands before you
as we wait for your return,
risen Jesus, risen Jesus.
Through him and with him, and in him, 

O God, almighty Father,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honour is yours, 

almighty Father, 

for ever and ever.

Amen, amen, alleluia!
Amen, amen, alleluia!
And we lift our hearts before you
as we give you thanks and praise.
Amen, amen, alleluia!
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The Lord's Prayer

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by his divine teaching we dare to say:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,

graciously grant peace in our days,

that, by the help of your mercy

we may always be free from sin

and safe from all distress,

as we wait the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory 

are yours, now and for ever.

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your apostles:

I leave you peace, my peace I give you.

Look not on our sins but on the faith of your Church,

and graciously grant her peace and unity 

in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.

Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And with your spirit.  
Lamb of God

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus , Word made flesh, bearer of our sins;

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, Bread of life, have mercy on us.

Jesus, Bread of life, have mercy on us.
Jesus, Morning Star; Jesus, Prince of Peace:

Jesus, Bread of life, have mercy on us.
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, King of kings; Jesus, Lord of all:

Jesus, Lamb of God, give us your peace.
Behold the Lamb of God, 

Behold him who takes away the sins of the world.

Blessed are those called 

to the supper of the Lamb.

Lord, I am not worthy 

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word 

and my soul shall be healed.
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Those who receive Holy Communion receive communion now.  Others may wish to come forward for a blessing.
Come, come, come to the manger, 

children come to the children’s King; 

sing, sing chorus of angels, 

stars of morning o’er Bethlehem sing.

He lies’ mid beasts of the stall, 

who is maker and Lord of us all; 

the wintry wind blows cold and dreary, 

see, he weeps, the world is weary;

Lord, have pity and mercy on me.

He leaves all his glory behind, 

to be born and to die for mankind, 

with grateful beasts his cradle chooses, 

thankless man his love refuses;

Lord, have pity and mercy on me.

To the manger of Bethlehem, come, 

to the Saviour Emmanuel’s home; 

the heavenly hosts above are singing, 

set the Christmas bells a-ringing;

Lord, have pity and mercy on me.

Silent prayer

The Prayer after Communion 

Sit for the notices

The dismissal

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.
Bow down for the blessing.

May God, the source and origin of all blessing,

grant you grace, 

pour out his blessing in abundance, 

and keep you safe from harm throughout the year.

Amen.
May he give you integrity in the faith, 

endurance in hope, 

and perseverance in charity 

with holy patience to the end.
Amen.
May he order you days and your deeds in his peace, 

grant your prayers in this and every place, 

and lead you happily to eternal life..

Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

come down upon you and remain with you for ever.

Amen.
Go in peace glorifying the Lord by your life.

Thanks be to God.

Ding dong! merrily on high

in heaven the bells are ringing.

Ding dong! verily the sky

is riven with angels singing.

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis.
E'en so here below, below,
let steeple bells be swungen,

and io, io, io,

by priest and people sungen.

Pray you, dutifully prime

your matin chime ye ringers;

may you beautifully rime

your evetime song, ye singers.

At St Thomas’s, no collections are taken in church during services.  If you missed the basket on your way in, you will find another basket on the way out!  If you are a UK taxpayer, please take a few moments to complete the white gift aid envelope.  This increases the value of your offering by 25% as the church is able to reclaim the income tax you have paid on your donation.

It has been a great week!  Two years of bad weather at Christmas had badly affected attendance but, this year, things were back to normal.  It was particularly good to welcome Fr Leslie and Margaret Chadd at the Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve.  Also at that Mass were Fr Malcolm Inman and his wife.  Fr Inman was baptized at St Thomas’s and ordained priest fifty years ago on Christmas Eve.
Planned giving envelopes are available in the narthex.

If you have not already done so, please try to increase your contribution in 2012 to meet the ever increasing cost of keeping things going!
Thursday last week saw the wedding of Zoe and Andreas.  This was a great event with nearly all St Thomas’s folk turning out for the big day along with many of the bride and groom’s family and friends.  We are now able to sing fluently in German!  Using the church for both the marriage service and the reception seemed particularly appropriate and thanks are extended to all those who helped in the process of transforming the church.  Thanks too to Zoe and Andreas for including us all in their big day.

Tomorrow is a bank holiday!  Mass will again be at 10.00am and Evening Prayer will not be said in church.  Normal times resume on Tuesday!

Next Sunday is the great feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord.  In the evening we will have a short service of readings and carols followed by Benediction and a bit of a party.

Monday 9 January is the feast of the Baptism of Jesus, the day when Christmas time finishes and so we will need help to remove the trees and other Christmas decorations.
Despite this week’s activity we have some preliminary statistical information on the year 2011.  Most people will be aware that our Sunday congregations are bigger than they were some time ago.  This increase began in July and has continued for the rest of the year bring the final total almost to the same number as last year.  However the last quarter of the year saw numbers increase by over 16% on 2010.
Looking at the picture over a bigger period of time we know that this year’s figures are 9% up on the average over the last twenty six years and the tenth highest in that period.  During that time there has been a substantial reduction in Church attendance in all major Christian denominations.  It is encouraging that here we seem not to be affected by that trend.  It is good too that our congregation is, on average, getting younger and more diverse.  We hope and pray that this trend will continue in 2012.

NOTICES

Sunday 1 January
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Morning Prayer






09.45

MASS








10.30

ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX LITURGY


14.00

Evening Prayer






19.30

Monday 2 January
Ss Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
Morning Prayer






09.30
MASS








10.00
AA




(Parish Hall)


12.00

Tuesday 3 January
Most Holy Name of Jesus
Morning Prayer






08.30
MASS








12.15
Evening Prayer






18.15

Kung Fu



(Parish Hall)


18.00
AA




(Parish Hall)


19.00

Wednesday 4 January
Morning Prayer






08.30
Evening Prayer






18.15

MASS








18.30
Thursday 5 January

Morning Prayer






08.30
HAAS








10.00
Evening Prayer






18.15

MASS








18.30
Friday 6 January
Morning Prayer






08.30
AA




(Parish Hall)


12.00

Evening Prayer






18.15

MASS








18.30
NA




(Parish Hall)


19.00

Saturday 7 January
Morning Prayer






09.30

MASS








10.00

Evening Prayer






18.15

Sunday 8 January
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Morning Prayer






09.45

MASS








10.30 ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX LITURGY


14.00

CAROLS, BENEDICTION AND PARTY


19.30
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